
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Richard Fry       

Department: Philosophy       Phone Number: (618) 650-2250 

E-mail Address: rfry@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1433 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Peck 3212, Lovejoy Library 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project investigates the question "Can the history of philosophy be taught?" There are ongoing debates about 

what history of philosophy is (as contrasted, typically, with history of ideas or intellectual history). These debate 

intersect with debates in the philosophy community about what the value of history of philosophy courses are and 

debates in education about what can be taught (and how). The research activity here centers around understanding 

how those different debates intersect. We'll be looking at cutting edge research in history of philosophy (about itself) 

and getting up to speed on the scholarly literature on education, particularly regarding skill acquisition. Ultimately, 

we'll spend time thinking about whether an instructor can do what would be necessary to bring about the changes in 

students that history of philosophy courses aim at, or if they should be retargeted toward different kinds of 

outcomes. This project is in its early stages, so there's significant opportunities here for a student to help shape the 

research questions and how we go about finding answers to them. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

In the first phase of the project, students will help identify areas, key terms and concepts, and fields of enquiry to the 

project. This will aid us in the second phase, where the student will do literature searches (on, e.g., PhilPapers) to 

find relevant scholarly material. We'll then start reading the relevant material (quickly) to get a sense for which of it 

will be ultimately relevant. We'll write notes and abstracts to aid in writing about the topics later. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of the experience, students will have developed skills related to:  

   (1) delineating a research question and defining appropriate literature search terminology  

   (2) reading and assessing scholarly literature for relevance  

   (3) reading and assessing relevant scholarly literature for content and argumentation  

   (4) writing about philosophical argumentation 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students need to be able to meet with me in person for up to an hour about once a week. Most weeks, Monday and 

Wednesday will be best for that (though occasionally we could move a meeting or meet via Skype). Inability to meet 

on M/W is not disqualifying, but students who can make occasional M/W meetings work with their schedule will be 

given priority.  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

There are no prerequisites, but some experience with the history of philosophy (e.g., PHIL 300, 304 or 307) would 

likely be helpful. 

 


